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From the Editor

AA ssppeecciiaall tthhaannkkss ttoo eevveerryyoonnee aatt GGllaassss
AAllcchheemmyy (HHeennrryy,, SSuussaann && DDiiddii),,

NNoorrtthhssttaarr (BBaarrbbaarraa),, AABBRR IImmaaggeerryy
(RRoossss),, AArrrrooww SSpprriinnggss (CCrraaiigg && LLoorrii),,
AArrtt GGllaassss HHoouussee (RRoonn JJrr.. && RRoocciioo),,

CCooaattiinnggss bbyy SSaannddbbeerrgg (JJeerrrryy,, NNoonnaa &&
HHoowwaarrdd),, CCoolloorreedd SSaannddss (TToodddd),,
GGllaassssccrraafftt (RRiicchh && JJaanneellllee),, FFrraannttzz

(AAmmbbeerr && MMiikkee),, GGllaassss TToorrcchh
TTeecchhnnoollooggiieess (WWiillllyy && WWaallllyy),, JJiimm

MMoooorree TToooollss (JJiimm && LLiizz),, LLiittttoonn
EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg (CChhaarrlleess && VViiccttoorr),,

PPhhiilllliippss SSaaffeettyy (RRyyaann),, LLiivviinngg GGllaassss
WWoorrkkss (MMaarrcceell && DDeevveerroonn),, DDeellpphhii
(JJeennnniiffeerr),, TTeeccnnoolluuxx (JJooee && DDaavviidd),,

TTrreevv’’ss GGllaassss (PPhhyylllliiss && TTrreevv),, PPaarraaggoonn
(AArrnnoolldd && JJoohhnn),, PPeeggaassuuss (RRoonn &&
MMaarrkk TTrreenntt),, SSkkuutttt KKiillnnss (MMiikkee SS),,

WWiinnsshhiipp (DDaavvee && JJoohhnn),, SSnnooddggrraassss
GGllaassss SSuuppppllyy (BBoobb,, MMaarriiee && BBeenn)

BBeetthhlleehheemm AAppppaarraattuuss (BBrruuccee),, SStteevvee
SSiizzeelloovvee,, EEuuggeennee GGllaassss SScchhooooll,, CCrraafftt

EEmmeerrggeennccyy RReelliieeff FFuunndd,, HHaappppyy
HHaarroolldd CCoooonneeyy,, JJoosshh GGrraanntt,, MMiilloonn
TToowwnnsseenndd,, DDoouugg RReemmsscchhnneeiiddeerr &&

DDaallee SSmmeellttzzeerr..

Dear Readers,

As I am sitting here on our back porch, it came to me that spring is a busy sea-
son. The birds are busy nesting(including the nest on our front porch and one in
the glass shop). The woodbees are strafing the back yard in search of food and
shelter. Even the fig tree promises a bountiful harvest, if the mockingbirds don’t
get there first.

Of course, the glass world is no different. Already this year we have enjoyed
Lewis’ Best Bead Show, The International Flameworking Conference in Salem,
The Glasscraft Expo, Bead & Button in Milwaukee and few others I’m sure am
forgetting. Even as I am writing this, the G.A.S. conference in New Orleans is
only two weeks away.

More shows and conferences are being added every year. Teaching facilities are
in almost(if not all) of the 50 states. Young children are being introduced to the
wonders of flameworking through new art programs being developed in inter-
mediate and high shcools. What a joyous time to be involved with glass.
Opportunities abound. If your not finding enough to do, I would say look just a
bit harder.

So as I am enjoying one of the last spring days of this season, I realize that these
opportunities are here because of the groundwork layed by a handful of passion-
ate flameworkers. These guys and gals were on the torch before you could call
Glasscraft and have it shipped overnight. You may look at some of them today
and say to yourself “ well, they’ve got it made”. If so, it is well deserved They
struggled, moving from show to show or season to season to make sure that
their families were fed and the torch stayed lit. They knew how special flame-
working was(and is). Without the dedication of these few, we might not have
the blessing and opportunities we have today.

I probably won’t name everyone that I want to. If you want to add to the list,
please let us know.

Fred Birkhill Chuck Murphy
Bandhu-Scott Dunham Ray Olson
Shane Fero Sally Prasch
Suellen Fowler Bob Snodgrass
Hans Godo Frabel Paul Stankard
Harold Hacker Jim Thingwold
Homer Hoyt Paul Troutman
Robert Mickelsen Milon Townsend
Harald Eberhart                                    Lewis Wilson                                        

So the next time your busy as a bee at springtime, take a moment to reflect on
those who struggled many years to bring flameworking to as many as possible.
You see one of these guys or gals at a show, take a moment to say thanks for
making it easier for me to butter my bread.

Enjoy the spring, be inspired and love what
you do. Not every one is a flameworker.
Until next time, we hope your light contin-
ues to shine and your torch stays lit.

Flame-On,
William Menzies
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