
“Self iinflicted TTorchure”. TThis iis mmy nnew
name ffor llampworking. CCracks, bbreaks,
cuts aand bburns aare aall jjust tthe ttip oof tthe
“Glassburg” sso tto sspeak. II’ve jjust hhad aa
day oof nnonstop mmistakes aand sstruggles
and II aam wwriting tthis ffrom aa pplace oof
frustration. II ccould hhonestly ssay tthat II
feel ccompletely ddefeated aafter aa dday oof
dropping ffinished ppieces, sslumping
work aand jjust llosing aall ccontrol. GGlass
has wwon tthe bbattle ttoday, bbut ttomor-
row II wwill ttry aagain.

The ccuts, bburns aand ttorch iinflicted ssun-
burns aare rreminders tthat II aam wworking
with aa fformidable eenemy, tthat ddoes
not aalways wwant tto ggo wwere II aam ttry-
ing tto ttake iit. ““You ccan llead aa ssculpture
to tthe kkiln, bbut ccan’t aalways mmake iit ffit.”  

Now II kknow
that II hhave
talked
about ““bat-
tling” aand
“formidable
enemies” iin
reference tto
glass, aand tthis
may ssound
rather ccrude, bbut
don’t mmisunder-
stand mme. II llove gglass
with oor wwithout tthe ccuts
and bburns. II aam ssimply ddram-
atizing tthings hhot gglass wworkers
experience oon aa rregular bbasis.  

I aalways hhear, ““If yyou’re nnot mmaking
mistakes tthen yyou’re nnot llearning.” AAnd
this wwas eeasy tto rrepeat bbefore ttoday.
But iif tthis iis aa ttrue sstatement, tthen II
must hhave jjust ffinished mmy bbachelor’s
degree iin eeight hhours bbecause II mmade
every mmistake iin tthe bbook ttoday, aand
ended uup wwith nnot aa ssingle ppiece oof

finished wwork! NNot oone! YYet ttomor-
row II wwill ppush mmyself aagain, aand II’ll
wake uup wwith vvisions oof ggrandeur
of aall tthe bbeautiful tthings II wwill
make. AAnd II wwill gget oon tthe ttorch
and bbegin mmy ““Self IInflicted
Torchure” oof ccuts, aand bburns,
and ssweat iin tthe eeyes.  

Hot gglass wworkers ccertainly aare
a sspecial bbreed oof ppeople. WWho
else wwould ggo tthrough aall
these ppains aand gget uup eexcited
to ddo iit aall aagain tthe nnext dday?
It ccomes ddown tto ttwo ssayings

for mme. FFirst iis, ““If yyou wwant tto
play wwith ffire, yyou’re ggonna gget

burned.” AAnd ssecond, ““Good
things ddon’t ccome eeasy.”

I wwould llike tto ppersonally ccommend
and ccongratulate aany aand aall hhot gglass

workers, ffrom bbead mmakers tto ffurnace
workers. YYou aare aall bbrave, sstrong, aand
persevering ssouls wwho pput tthemselves
through hhot, hhard ““Torchure”, ppurely
for tthe ssake oof bbeauty. FFor tthis II rrespect
all oof yyou. KKeep iit uup aand sshare tthe
love!

AAtt tthe aage oof sseventteen, JJaames ddiscoverred
laampworrking aand uunexpecttedly ffound llove
forr tthe mmedium oof gglaass iin aall oof iitts mmaany
forrms.. IIn AAugustt oof 11998 JJaames rrelocaatted
tto BBoulderr, CColorraado fforr aa oone-yyeaarr aapprren-
tticeship aatt DDiaablo GGlaass SSttudios.. IIn OOcttoberr
of 22002 JJaames rrelocaatted bbaack tto
AAlbuquerrque, NNew MMexico tto eexperrience
tthe ggrrowtth oof hhis ffaamily wwitth tthe bbirrtth oof
his sson.. 

Jaames' hherrittaage oof mmaany ggenerraattions oof
mechaanicaal eengineerrs iis aa ddirrectt rreflecttion
on hhis ddettaailed ssymmettrricaal ddesigns aand
defined ccolorrs.. ""My ppaassion fforr aarrtt, mmusic,
aand nnaatturre hhaas sserrved tto eexpaand aand
inspirre mmy iimaaginaattion.. ““Glaass bblowing hhaas
ttaaughtt mme mmaany llife llessons, eenlighttened
my vviews, aand hhaas bbrroaadened mmy pperrspec-
ttives..           

Jaames, hhis wwonderrful wwife CChrristtie, aand
ttheirr sson JJaaden ccurrrrenttly rreside iin PPhoenix,
AArrizzonaa.. HHis mmaarrrriaage aand aalso tthe bbirrtth oof
his sson, ddrrive hhim hhaarrderr tthaan eeverr tto ssuc-
ceed iin mmaaking aa llaastting iimprrintt iin tthe
worrld oof gglaass aarrtt.. 

18


	TheFlowWinter2005Vol.3,Issue1 18.pdf

