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Just mentioning this
country ignites the
imagination, From
the old romantic
world of sarnural,
gelshas, temples and
monks fo the modem
scene of bullet frains, anime, cell phones
aind sushi, Itis all there. From the moment
we arived, wa were trealed with gracious
hospitality,

The Lampwork Festa took place on Rokko
lsland, a man-made island in the harbor off
Kobe., The event coincided with the
Luminarie ceremonies thot are held every
vear in commemoration of the earthguake
that devastated Kobe 10 years ago. The
city has since nsen frorm the ashes and s
one of Jopan's most atfractive and vibrant
cifies, s also home to the Kobe
Lampwork Glass Museum (www.lamipwork-
museum.com). The mussum opened in
Juty 2008 and has o beautiful collection
frem rmany intemational arlists.  The day
betfore the event some of the artists got to
tour the museum. All In attendance were
blown away by the amazing work on
display and the excellent reatment we
recelved, Later that night was the
welcoming dinner to kick off the evenl, All
the paricipants were invited fo enjoy thelr
bento box (three trays of strange food),
mingle and gel to know each other The
director of the museum, Kyonobu
Mivamote stood proudly in front of
evaryone and spoke sloguently in
Jopanese for about five minutes. Of
course | didn’t understand a word of it but
the franslation was thal he walcomed all
fhe arlists and said the event has been a
dreamn of his and thanked everyone for
micking it possible. | think same sincerity
was lost in franslation, but his manner was
clear.

Ihe thiee-day event took place at the
Kobe Fashion Mart, a bullding on Rokko
Island that is connected by sky kridges to
two hotels and the frain station. The first
day was reserved for vending and sales.
The Fasta took place on the main floor, It
was a large cpen plaza with rows of fables
for artists and vendors and In the middle
stood a raised platformn for demonstations.
The majority of the parlicipants were
Joapanese arists with o few supply vendaors
and d fair share of American and other
internalional artists. Soff gloss beads seem



o be the most popular items on the tables.
Boroslicate Is a relatively new glass to
Jopanese arfists, yet there was some
amazing and advanced work in this
medium. The glass that infrigued me most
wes the soft soft glass called Satake. The
work | saw with this glass was incredibly
detalled. It was not sunarsing to leam that
some of the arfists that use Satake ae
hungry to leam boro and are quickly
picking it up. | think Josh Sable and | were
the only exclusive martclemakers, and we
both did well,. What | didn’t sell was fraded
and | came home with some very nice
glass.

Later that night was the special
collaboration show. Poirs of artists had 90
rminutes lo maoke somelhing that was
donated and auctioned off with all
proceeds going fo a kKobe earthguake
furcl.  The demos ware upstairs with Two
rows of ralsed fables across from each
ather with the middle area crowded with
people. There was a lof of exciterment in
the room. DJ Bob and crew were spinning
music, There wds a buffet of nomnal
lecking food, and o mc infreducing all the
participants. The crowd stayed engoged
as five pairs of artists performed around
therm in thie first shift and six Rairs in the
second, Sable and | were in the second
group. Hearing all the infroductions of the
parficipants and all the years of experience
left me feeling like a rockie in the big
leagues. | am honored to have
participated in such a fantastic event and
olr demo was successiul. There was a lot
of good glass made that night and we had
a lat of fun doing it

The next two days were filled with
demonsirations by more than 20 prominent
Jopanese, Amencan and olher
international arists, The dermos were in the
collaboration area and In other event
spaces on the floon The lechnical vendors
exhibited torches and tools on the same
floar, There were some coal toals but most
were the same as the US. Some of the
torches were sfrange. There was a
Jopanese torch for satake glass that ran an
air and propane. | had 1o buy one, There
was also an oxygen-gas toich made by
Kinoshita. They range in size and some
have replaceable heads, They look like
they would work for soff glass and | saw one
melt a big rod of boro, but there is no
substitute for the GTT fiple mix. It was fun to
hang out, watch some demos and bump
into other arfists.  Some speak your
language and some don't, but all have a
common denominator of glass.



There was a dinner enlise on the second
night of the evenl for the paricipants,
organizers and friends, Everyone was
bussed to the ship from Rokka Island and
grasted by an all gill brass band whaling
aweay In the cold before boarding.  Big
groups were seated around tatles, filing the
ship. Everyone was poured a glass of beer
and toasts were made. A lot of
conversations picture taking and good
times. After the event on the third night
some of the organizers and ariists went to
dinner at a Korean BEQ, | never ate so well
in my life. The event was closing and
everybody started to unwind a litfle bit,
There were well-deserved applauses and
cheess to all that put an the event and
grafitude to all that participated. Loen
Sturnp even announced that this was ane of
the finest events that he has been fo. | can
only agree.,

Many thanks to; Akihiro and Wakana ot
glossstudio-hand,com, Moo, Kyonobu
Mivamoto and everyone ot the kKobe
Lampwork glass museurn, Honda at jujo.net,
Makano, Keith, Emiko, Yuko, Masa, Daisuke,
Kymn, all the guys at Spiral Arts, Garasu Land
far hosting demanstations after the event,
and Yishal and family al lunarsupply.com
organizers of the BAE [Borosilicate Art Expol
being held in Tokya May 27th - 28th 2006,
Fram the US: Momka, Sabie, Melissa, Jared,
Harold, Jeffrey, Bronwen, Lewis, Kathy and
Loren.
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