By: Lisa St. Martin
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' The annual cORference of The Infemational Soclety of Glass Beadmakers was held July 20 - 23 In Kansas City, Missourl. The

" conference The Gathening' is held each summer in a diffetent location and hosts beadmakers. flameworkers. fusers and
glass enthusiasts from all over the world, This years conference was held at the Hyatt Regancy Crown Center. Great shops,
goalieries and fabulous restaurants high lighting Kansas City's world-closs barbecue sumounded this downtown location.

Poul Stankard, renownead glass artlst, was the keynote speaker and helped kick off this years conference.  Paul's words of wit
and wisdom insplred aftendees to find the spintuality in the creation of art and strive for excellence in all their artistic
endeavors, The intemational presenter this year, Toshimasa Masul from Japan, demonstiated his masking technigue 1o a
pocked house atf the final presantation Sunday evaning. Using sataake glass and a fraditional
Japanese forch called a "volcang®, he crealed a beautiiul drum shaped bead and talked
about the philcsophy of ant and its imponance In the creation process.

Due o open flame restictions in hotel baliicoms, the presentations were video laped
aarlier In the wesk and thean shown on large scresns on the Friday and Sunday of the
confarance. The presanters lecture and discuss thalr work and technicuas while the
video |s being shown. This has proven o be the best of bolth worlds as he presenters
can concantrata on thelr demo and then later give a befter lectura. Since Paul
atankard was our first presenter and Tezhimasa Masul our last, there weare many
wonderiul presenters in between. Kim Fields demonstiiated making one of het
Baautitul floral beads and Jim Anspach, his "FHre and Ice® bead, Staphania Serclch
and Dustin Tabor combined their talents on a "double bead' bead, while Nancy Tobey
explored color and movement in one of her bore beads. Kafhryn Wardrill crealed a
fun glass ring aond Brad Pedrson made a maible demolng his masking technigues.
Caitlin and Marshall Hyde demoed a sculptural bead and then Rebin Foster
lectured on color theory for beadmakers. Margaret Zinser showed a variety
of ways to use goldstone in your beads and Jennifer Geldard created one
of her "Omate Senes' beads. Tom Heolland lectured on his iresearch
and efforts to recreate ancient beads, such as the folded bead and
Katherine Wadsworth made a beautitul omber colored
‘honeycomb” bead. There was a kot of vanation and unusual
technigues discussed and demaonstrated this year

The: Hyatt had an aftached Exhibil Hall where all the open flame
events weie hald. Workshop classes were held before and
alter Ihe conference, Aaron Abboll laught a
business workshop on website design while Debi
Johnson's covered pricing and budgeting. Veterans
as well as new inshuciors laughl eight different lorch
waorkshops focusing on varied techniguss. Pre
conference classes included Caitlin and Marshall
Hyde on sculptural beads, Stephanie Sercich and
Dustin Tabor on advanced technigues, Jennifer
eldard on expenmenting wilh new lechnigues and
Brad Pearson using complex paltems. Posl
conference classes included Kim Fields florals, Sage
and Tom Holland on advanced lechnigues Calhy
Lybarger on making uhidue mask becds and
Margaret Zinser on shaping and color,
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Open Toich was held there on Thursday and Friday evenings, Many of our equipment and glass suppliers sponsor 1he '_
Stations were sel up and supervised by four different 1orch manutfacturers. Carlisie, Nortel, Bethiehem and Glass T
Technology. They put out thelr latest and greatest torches for attendess to fry. Glass suppllers also confributed TQ
sigtions so ihal aftendees could fry many different kinds of glass with dozens of icriches.  Other suppliers broughi™s
from tools to oxygen genarators tor members to fry.  This popular event Is truly a win-win for all involved, Members
equipment they are considenng buying and suppliers can demaonstrate thelr products fo a huge concenﬂnmngﬁ
poteniial customers. An added bonus is fhe chance to waich a veleran glass arlist at work, , 4 '_".

Since sducation Is the primary goal for the Gathering, 460 aftendsas dlso enjoyad leaming about the new equlﬁ@pnﬁ@d 2

glass on the market. The fechnical vendors areq was filled with booths from our favorite suppliers. fermpling us
Swonderful tools, books, findings and the latest glass colors, The onfy problems were not desp encugh pockats mqmw I'Q

get all that great stuff home. o« iy
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B Each yaar, the ISGB nonois ona of (15 own tof thelr contribution not only to the 1SGE and it mission to educate, pmrnofe and
) preserve the haditions and techniques of the art of glass beadmaking. but also to the studio glass movernent itself, This
L} vear, the ISGE honored Mike Frantz for his generosity and vision, Congratulations Mikel Thanks for eueqﬂhmg c:nd keep

bringing us all those great colors,

Ihere are so many octivities going on during The Gathering that it wos hord fo take them all in and get any’sliesp. Between
the gallery shows, beod bazaar, meetings and Impromptu sharing sessions, the most fun Is mesting oid frientE and making
new onas. Whether you are a green dot newbie (a first fimer) or you have been to every Gathering, there Is&lways
something new and exciting o explore.

Gathering XV is scheduled for July 26-292 in Minneapaolis. MN in 2007, The lineup of teachers and presenters Ras already
begun to take shope and the Board and MNational Conference Committes is working hard to bring ancthel exgiting
conference next summer, If you would like more information about the next conference or other benefits of :_ﬁembcrsnlp io
the ISGH, pleass look us up at wwwisgb.org. Looking forward to seeing yall in Minneapolls! *r'
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Lisa@Glossbeads.com
With thanks to Sara Sally LlaGrand for her halp and input.

WWW.isg.org
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